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deſigned to recommend; it will not, 
I preſume, be deemed improper to 


preſent them to the publick under 
your patronage, now I am encou- 
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al m 


which the following diſcourſes are 


in a 
enforce by your 


1 
: 
' 
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ous, capacity, an 
e th 
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LORD's-DAY MORNING, - 


i? 


WHO ASSEMBLE FOR 


DIVINE WORSHIP, 
"7 on Tur 5 e 


many of you bea 
able character 


In SILVER-STREET. 
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MY WORTHY FRIENDS, 


A 


raged, by the candid reception of 


and commercial, as well as religi- 
d 
oſe prudenti 


exampl 


ho folver hep top efixy my 
name. And as you have given, in 

ks a recent inſtance, (with much hon- 

our to yourſelves, and credit to your 
chriſtian profeſſion) ſtriking proof 

of the power of principle; and 

1 ſhown | a generous concern for my 
ſucceſs and happineſs; with pla- 
ſure 1 embrace this opportunity of 
teſtifying my eſteem for your diſ- 

| tinguiſhed virtues, and of expteſ[- 
1 "WW my gratitude for the obliga- 
tions which: you have confered o on 
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ance is good, and not unſeaſonable, tis 1118 
preſumed none will queſtion : Whether 11 


it be properly executed, is ſubmitted to 
the candour of the publick. It will 

afford the author real pleaſure, if what 

be bas wwritten ſhall at all contribute to 

the welfare of any into whoſe hands it 
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PREFACE. 


may chance to fall; but eſpecialh, if 
it ſhall be tht means of giving a right 

direction to ſuch young perſons 

have lately entered, or may be juſt en- 


vent their running into thoſe follies and 
extravagancies, which have been | 
extenſively ruinous to individuals and 


to Families, and ſo diſgraceful and 
threatning to 4 Trading Nation, 
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PROVERBS XXIIL 4. 


LABOUR NOT TO BE RICH. 


4 


PIs paſſage of ſcripture, in its 


letter and ſpirit, is directly op- 
poſed to the prevailing maxims and 
manners of men. Nothing is deem- 


18 purſued with ſuch aſſiduity and ar- 
dour: and yet, on impartial inquiry, 


wiſdom. 


That a benign Providence hath 
amply provided for the great family 
a . of 
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ed ſo valuable as riches z and nothing 


our text will appear to be a dictate of 
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6 sERMON S 


of mankind, is obvious to every eye. 
In our Father's. houſe there is bread 
enough, | and to ſpare. And a com- 
petency moſt have the means of ac- 
quiring.— Of thoſe who are maintain- 
ed by charitable contribution, ſome, 
no doubt, were reduced to depend- 
_ ence by accidents. which human pru- 
dence was unable to prevent. A far 
greater number are in a ſtate of pe- 


nury, through their indiſcretion, in- 


dolence, or vice. 


But, though a competent fhare of 
temporal enjoyments be within the 
reach of moſt; yet the attainment of 
riches is in the power of few. And 
this furniſhes no feeble argument a- 
gainſt labouring to be rich. 


By 
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By hearing now and then of an in- e 
ſtance (that there are inſtances is . an 
granted) where a perſon, from ſmall 1804 


beginnings, hath accumulated thou- 


ſands, men's imaginations are ſet on 
fire; they have ſanguine expectation 
of equally ſucceeding, not recollect- 
ing that many, as ſanguine as them 
ſelves, and, perhaps, with ſuperiour 


advantage, have met with diſappoint- 
ment, to one whoſe hopes and en- 
deavours have been crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs, 


Among the candidates for wealth 
there are who attempt to obtain their 
object by a bold, and ſudden, ſtroke. 


They are too impatient to wait the ef- 


fect of gradual means. But thoſe 


2ͤö;ö;̃̃ Ä 
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lucky incidents, by which "ER fa- 
vourites of fortune have been haſtily 


advanced, ſeldom happen. Thoſe en- 


terprizes in general are extremely 


hazardous, which allure the adven- 
turer with promiſes of great and im- 


mediate gain. Numbers, Who have 


embarked in them, are now lament- 
: ing the diſtreſsful conſequences of 
their raſhneſs and folly, 


But I need not ſpeak of thoſe def- 
perate undertakings, which, almoſt 
always, prove fatal and ruinous. I ap- 
prehend no purſuits, which give hope 
of acquiring riches, are without their 


danger. Their ſucceſs frequently de- 

pends on events exceedingly pteca- 

rious. Schemes, which, in ſpeculation, - 
raiſe 


raiſe 
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mak. 
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40 flattering W of a prof erous 


iſſue, often fail in their operation.— 
And, as trade enlarges, dangers mul- 
tiply. The more complicated a ma- 
chine, the more ſubject to diſorder 
and interruption. Extenſive dealing 


makes a man dependent on the re- 


ſponſibility of others : and hence no 
inconſiderable dangers ariſe. Deſign- 
ing men are ever on the watch to in- 
ſnare the unwary. And there is not 
always a prudent attention paid to 
the circumſtances of the perſons Who 
ſolicit credit. For the ſake of enlarging 
the ſphere of buſineſs thoſe are intruſt - 
ed, whoſe circumſtances, at beſt, are 


problematical. Indeed, the moſt cau- 

tious and circumſpect are liable to be 

deceived. In this age of and pro- 
fuſion, 
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fuſion, no judgment is to be formed 
from appearances. We have daily 
proof that we cannot ſafely depend 
upon any of the external ſigns of opu- 
lence. Failures daily happen among 
thoſe Who rival the Great, in dreſs, 
houſes, furniture, equipage, and all 
the expence of faſhionable living. 


The frequent bankruptcies in this 


country are truly alarming. Some 


wholeſome ſeverities ſeem neceſſary to 


check the progreſs of this increaſing 
evil. It calls for the vigorous and 
ſpeedy interpoſition of the legiſlative 
power. That diſgrace, which, in bet- 


ter times, was affixed to a failure in 


buſineſs, deterred men, in ſome de- 


gree, from meaſures tending to fo dil- 


e- 
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teputa 


now ne 
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minut] 
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teputable an event. This reſtraint is 
now no more. Bankruptcy is ſo com- 


mon that it 18 ſcarcely thought any di- 


minution of character. And we of- 


ten ſee perſons, whoſe effects bore 


but a ſmall proportion to the claims of 


their creditors, immediately appear- 
ing as modiſh and expenſive as ever. 


—It is not eaſy to obſerve ſome men's 


rontery, without feeling the emo- 
tions of indignation. 


If men are capable, by a favour- 


able change of circumſtances, to pay 


to the full their juſt debts, which, 


through former incapacity, were paid 


but in part, tis their indiſpenſable 


duty. However free from legal ob- 


ligation, they are bound in conſcience 


1 and 
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1 SERMONS .. 
and equity, I ſay further, that tis f 
their duty to endeavour to be thus portu 
capable, by frugality and diligence, | cond 
Before they have rendered to all 
= their due, whatever they expend, | vent, 
1 beyond what is neceſſary to a plain, ment 
decent ſubſiſtence, is an unjuſtifiabe i hum 


| | waſte of the property of others. I rhe 
= know theſe principles do not accord WW tying 
= with the ſyſtem of morals commonly | and; 


received; the ſyſtem in vogue is and 
more lax, and indulgent; yet, a few the 1 
have owned their truth, and felt happ 
their power; one, in particular, now robs 

in a reſpectable ſtation in this city. fer t] 

1 revere his character, as what the who, 
Poet ſtiles the nobleſt work of God, perh: 
Ax HONEST MAN, ſhip, 
pecti 


I would 


* 
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- would not bar hard on the un- 


fortunate. I would not cenfure and 
condemn indifcriminately I would diſ- 
tinguiſn between thoſe who are infol- 
vent, through loſſes and diſappoint- 
ments, ariſing from the uncertainty of 


human things; and others who are fo, 


through wild ambition, or extravagant 
living. The former merit compaſſion. 


and countenance ; the latter contempt 
and abhorrence. — How unequal are 
the laws which inflict death on the un- 


happy man, who openly attacks, and 


robs of a trifling fum ; while they ſuf- 
fer the wretch to eſcape with impunity, 
who, with pretenſions of honeſty, and 
perhaps under the ſemblance of friend- 
ſhip, robs the unguarded, and unſuſ- 
pecting, of their all ! 


&- TY 
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It is beſide my preſent intention to (>; 
point out the ſeveral ſources of ill- ſue- 


ceſs in the purſuit of wealth. Be they 
what they may, the fact is certain, that, 
of thoſe who labour to be rich, the ma- 

jority are unſucceſsful. And, methinks, 
the probability of ſpending much fruit. 8 
leſs time and pains ſhould diſcourage a 
wiſe man from ſo unpromiſing an at- 
tempt, 


But, this 1s not the only, or the worſt, | Y 
| i cConſequence. He that haſteth to be it h 
1 rich conſidereth not, ſays the royal ö 
preacher, that poverty ſhall come upon 
him. Many have loſt their ſubſtance WM 


by their eagerneſs to increaſe it. Po- 

yerty hath ſeized on them, while enjoy- 

Þ# : ing the viſionary proſpect of great poſ- the 
| . 5 ſeſſions. 
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ſeſſions. They have been as. an hun- | | 
ory man that dreameth, and behold 1 
he eateth; but he awaketh and his ſoul | [18 
is empty; or a thirſty man that dream- { it 
eth, and behold he drinketh ; but he 
awaketh, and behold he is faint, and i" | | 
his ſoul hath appetite. — How mortify- =— 


* 
— 


ing ſuch unexpected viciſſitude to an . nn 


7 "1 
aſpiring mind ! It hath driven ſome Wh 


inflexible ſpirits to acts of deſperation. x 


Nor hath every one the art (though 
it hath wonderfully obtained in this in- 
genious age) of rebuilding a ruined 
fortune. Perſons Who have lived above 


the ordinary rank; and, had they been 
contented with the liberal allotments of 
providence, might have continued in 
the ſame happy ſtation, have been re- 7 


de 
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duced, through greedineſs of gain, to 
the hard neceſſity of ſeeking ſubſiſt- 


"I 


ence from ſome low, laborious employ; I 


and of draging on the lingering re- 
mains of life, in the bitterneſs of ſor- 
row, and of ſclf-condemnation And 
how muſt their diſtreſs be aggravated, 
if, which often happens, they have fa- 


milies involved in their misfortunes ! 


No one, who hath the common feelings 


of a man, but muſt be deeply afflicted 
for having deprived, by his ambitious 
projects, his neareſt kindred and deareſt 
connexions, of their enjoyments and 
hopes ; degraded them, though born 
to plenty, and brought up with gentee! 
expectations, to the mortification and 


meanneſs of a ſervile ſtate; and, I 


may add, el them to the machi- 
nations 


large extent. When one man f 


ro TRADESMEN. mz. 


nations of thoſe, who, with infernal 
pleaſure, ſeek the ruin of depreſſed, un- 


guarded Innocence. 

The pernicious effects of unſueceſs- 
ful labours to be rich are oftentimes of 
his concerns were great, many mate- 
rally ſuffer ; ſome are utterly undone. 
A remarkable inſtance occurred, not 


many years ſince, which may be men- 


tioned as a ſtriking illuſtration of this 
point. Poſſibly you knew the man of 
whom I am going to ſpeak. He had a 
mind not ill-formed for commerce; 
and, from his early ſucceſs in it, was 


enabled, though of an obſcure original, 


to live reſpectably. If his views had 


extended no further it would have been 


well : 
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well: but, his ambition was unbound. 
ed. The revenue of a kingdom would 
hardly have ſufficed to have executed 


his ſchemes. He ſeemed bent on en- 


groſſing the trade of the whole world. 


Large ſums were borrowed of one and 


of another. His friends advanced li- 
berally ; and ſo high was his reputa- 
tion, that they had no doubt of their 
effects being ſecure. — But the event 
proved that they were wretchedly de- 
ceived. His affairs were embarraſſed; 


his difficulties increaſed, and at length 


grew inextricable ; a total ſtoppage en- 
ſued ; the iſſue of a commiſſion, by 
ſome chicanery, was prevented ; and 
but a ſmall part of his enormous debts 
hath been paid to this very hour.— 


I ſhall not pretend to enumerate the 


many 
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many families, which, by his means, 


| ſunk into diſtreſs. His fall was like 


de fall of a towering ſtructure, which 

W overwhelms numbers with its ruins. It 
; deſerves, however, particular mention, 
+ © that the news of his failure diſpatched 
one brother to the regions of the dead ; 
and, which is yet more lamentable, 
drove another into a ſtate of inſanity. 
Such, firs ! have been the baleful 
conſequences of a raging thirſt of gain. 
May this man's example prove a ſalu- 
tary admonition to others ! and (if he 


yet lives) may that mercy, which hath 


him penitence and pardon |! 


preſſed with. worldly difficulties, to 
| make 


reached the chief of ſinners, grant to 


It is not unuſual for thoſe, who are 
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make uſe of illicit means, even for a 
temporary relief. What thoſe means 
are I need not particularize. They 
have been, on too many recent occa- 
ſions, laid open to publick view; Ma- 
ny works of darkneſs have been brought 
to light, which have blaſted the repu- 
tation of their authors (ſome of whom, 
Jam ſorry to ſay, wore the garb of re- 
ligion) and ſtampt their names with 


indelible infamy—And to men, not ut- 
terly abandoned, the lofs of character 
muſt, of all other, be the greateſt and 
moſt diſtreſſing: but, when it falls up- 


on profeſſors, it does not terminate in 
themſelves; it diſgraces their profel- 
ſion, and occaſions its enemies to tri- 
umph, and to blaſpheme. Nothing is 
ſo 1 injurious to the intereſts of religion, 


as 


o TRADE SMEN. 21 
as the baſe practices of its pretended 


friends. Their detected hypocriſy is | 
offenſive and pernicious, as a noiſome 
peſtilence. Fraudulent profeſſors are 


among the vileſt, and moſt abhorred of 
mankind. They are like the ſon of 
perdition, who cried to the Saviour of 


the world, hail Maſter ! and betray- 


ed him And is there not fome choſen 
curſe in ſtore for them? Ves, the ven- 


geance of Heaven will burſt on their de- 


voted heads with ten- fold fury. Theirs 
will be the loweſt place in the pit of 
hell. 1 


— 


I am aware of the ſelf- flattery of the 


human mind. *Tis not improbable that 
you are confident of ſucceſs, though 
fatal miſcarriages are continually occur- 
D ring 


> r ee. — 
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ring. I will ſuppoſe then, to view the 


argument in a different light, that you 


do ſucceed. But, have you not form; 
ed too high an idea of the object of 
your aim? and, therefore, if you are 
ſucceſsful, will not your expectations 
be diſappointed?— Wealth is far from 
yielding in poſſeſſion, what it pro- 
miſes in proſpect. It is far from 
yielding happineſs. A man's life, as 


our Saviour fpeaks, that is to ſay, the 


comfort of a man's life, conſiſteth not 
in the abundance of the things which 
he poſſefſeth. An obſervation confirm- 
ed by the records of ancient time, and 


by the experience of the preſent, 


Solomon, who urged the diſſuaſive 
in the text, had a thorough conviction 


of 


-- 
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of the inanity of riches : he had trea- 


ſures that were inexhauſtible; he ap- 


plied them to every purpoſe a fertile 
fancy could deviſe z he had all poſ- 
ſible advantage for extracting happineſs 


from them ; he made repeated efforts z 


but—his repeated efforts were vain— 
I made me, ſays he, great works, I 
builded me houſes, and planted me 


vineyards. I made me gardens and or- 


chards, and I planted trees in them of 


all kind of fruits. I made me pools of 
water, to water therewith the wood that 


bringeth forth trees —I had great poſ- 
ſeſſions of great and ſmall cattle I ga- 
thered me alſo ſilver and gold, and the 
peculiar treaſure of kings and of the 
provinces—ſo I was great, and increaſed 
more than all that were before me in 


Jeru- 
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24 ' SERMONS- 
Jeruſalem — and whatſoever mine eyes 
defired, I kept not from them, I with- 
held not mine heart from any joy — 
mark his own frank confeſſion — then 
I looked on all the works that my 
hands had wrought, and on the la- 
bour that I had laboured to do: and 
behold, all was vanity and vexation 
of ſpirit, and there was no profit un- 
der the ſun : 


x We 
tr 


We ſhall ſee no cauſe to entertain a 
vaſt opinion of the value of riches, if 


we conſider on whom they are fre- 
quently beſtowed. The Pſalmiſt ob- 
ſerves that, in his day, the ungodly 
proſpered in the world, and increaſed 
in riches ; and that thoſe, whom pride 
compaſſed about as a chain, and vio- 

: lence 
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lence covered as a garment; and who ſet 
their mouth againſt the Heavens, to blaſ- 


pheme God; and whoſe tongue walked 


through the earth, to vilify men—had 
more than heart could wiſh. And, in our 


day, are they confined to men of worth 


and principle ? do they imply any excel- 
lence of character in their poſſeſſor? do 
they not fall to the ſhare of the moſt 
ſelliſh, ſordid, oppreſſive, and profli- 
gate of mankind; the objects of uni- 
verſal deteſtation, or of univerſal con- 
tempt How many abound in wealth, 
and yet deny the ſmalleſt relief to the 
importunity of diſtreſs ; grudge to 
themſelves even the neceſſaries of life; 
and ſubmit to every fpecies of mean- 
nels, that they may add to their ufe- 


leſs ſtore How many have gained 


their 
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their riches by defrauding individuals, 
or by plundering the publick ; and 
continue to augment them by the like 


vile and infamous means ! And 
many abuſe their abundance to 


purpoſes of ſin, making it ſubſervient 
to luxury and riot; to the ſeduction of 
virtue; and to the uncontrouled 


how 
the 


gra- 


tification of their brutal paſſions And 


do not ſuch inſtances demonſtrate 
riches are of little account, in the 


mation of ſovereign wiſdom ? 


A moderate ſhare of the bounties 


of providence will as well ſupply 


that 
eſti- 


our 


real neceſſities, as the largeſt ; and as 
well furniſh that degree of enjoyment 
which is to be derived from temporal 


good. If we are diſſatisfied in m 


ode- 


rate 


5% 
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rate circumſtances, we ſhould not be 


leſs ſo in the moſt afluent. He that 
loveth ſilver ſhall not be ſatisfied with 
filver, nor he that loveth abundance 
with increaſe. Riches bring their cares, 
anxieties, and wants with them. As 
men riſe in the world, new objects of 
deſire, ſolicitude, and vexation, open 
to their view. Many have confeſſed 
that an increaſe of their ſubſtance hath 
diminiſhed their felicity. There is ge- 


nerally more true ſatisfaction in a me- 


diocrity of ſtation, than in the ſupe- 
Hour ranks of life. There is often 
more ſubſtantial comfort in the cot of 
a peaſant, than in the Palace of a King. 
They who ſeek happineſs in riches, 
eck the living among the dead. 


The 


9 SERMONS 

The plan, uſually adopted, is to get 
rich; and then retire for ſeli-enjoy- 
ment. But, in truth, of thoſe who 
have put this plan in execution, moſt are 
to be numbered with the unhappy. Be- 
ing long accuſtomed to the buſtle of 
buſineſs, their time unemployed is te- 
dious and irkſome ; and yet they kn] 
not how to employ it. Their con- 
ſtant attention to the acquiſition of 
wealth having precluded the culture of 
their minds, they have no reliſn for 
books, or rational converſation; no 
taſte for ſcience, or the liberal arts, 
from whence are chiefly drawn the 
pleaſures of retirement ; and, being 
diſappointed of their expected happi- 
neſs, they become peeviſh and ſplene- 


tick; oppreſſed with a complication of 
— ima- 


imaginary. ls z and troubleſome and 
vexatious to themſelves, and, to all 
around them. 


But were we to admit chat riches 
fully anſwer the general expęctation; 
yet is not uncertainty ſtampt upon them 
in the plaineſt characters? May you 
not, by a yariety of means, be de- 
prived, in one hour, of all you ſhall 
haye gained by the aflidugus applica- 
tion of many years? Riches, as the 
wike man finely ſpeaks, take to them- 
{elves wings, and fly away as an eagle 
towards heaven : they depart on a ſud- 
den, and far beyond the hope of re- 
covery,—Or, ſuppoſe you eſcape ſo 
adyerſe an eyent, yet ſooner or later 
death will arrive and ftrip you of them. 


E. You - 
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You brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain you can carry nothing 
out. And, when leaſt expected, death 
1s often near at hand, When you have 
ſacce:ded to the utmoſt of your wiſhes ; 
and think to fit down and enjoy your 
acquired treaſure; in that very day 
your thoughts may periſh. It hath 
been ſo with many, who promiſed 


themſelves a long ſeries of earthly hap- 
pineſs. The rich man, in the parable, 


faid, I will pull down my barns, and 
build greater ; and there will I beſtow 


all my fruits and my goods. And 1 


will ſay to my foul, ſoul, thou haſt 
much goods laid up for many years; 


take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be mer- 


ry. But God ſaid unto him, thou 
fool, this night thy ſoul ſhall be re- 
quired 


. 


— %-. 
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quired of thee : then whoſe ſhall thoſe 


things be which thou haſt provided? 
— Nothing can be more precarious, 
and periſhing, than the riches of the 
world; and nothing will appear, in a 
dying hour, leſs worthy your anxious 
purſuit. 


We are deſtined for immortality: and 


the preſent is the only ſtate of prepa- 
ration for the future (which, by the 
way, gives infinite importance to this 
momentary ſcene of our exiſtence.) On 
this argument, therefore, it deſerves 
ſpecial attention, that while you are 
anxiouſly aiming at your temporal in- 
tereſts, you will be in danger of fatal- 
ly neglecting your eternal. And, to 
put the ſtriking queſtion of our Sa- 


E 2 viour, 
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viour,— Nhat is a min profited, if he 
mall gain the Whole world, and loſe his 
own foul? ? 


Though it be a prevailing opinion, 
that *tis eaſy to ſecure the reward of 
heaven; yet the ſcriptures give a far 
different repreſentation. We are ex- 
preſsly told, that ſtrait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way that leadeth unto 
life. We are repeatedly urged to la- 
bour, and ſtrive, and fight, to obtain 
the immortal crown. A mere name, 
or outward profeſſion, cannot com- 
mend us to the divine regards, or fit 
us for future glory. Calling upon 
God for mercy and ſalvation, in our 
expiring moments; or receiving the 
memorials of the Redeemer's death, as 
| We 
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we are giving up the ghoſt, cannot 


compenfdte for a life of indifference to 


our everlaſting concerns impoſſibie 
e muſt acquire diſpoſitions corre- 
ſpondent to the ſtate of the bleſſed, or 
we ſnall never enter into it. We muſt 
be made meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the ſaints in light. And 
this meetneſs is to be attained—by the 
ſerious, and diligent, uſe of what are 
called the inſtrumental duties of reli- 
giom (I mean not excluſive of the con- 


curring agency of the Holy Spirit) — 


by the frequent, and devout, .contetn- 
plation of the excellencies of '.God's 
character; of his generous kindneſs al- 
teady manifeſted to the children of men 
eſpecially that ſtupendous inſtance of 
it their redemption by the deatli of Kis 

ſon) 
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| ſon) and of the immenſe bleſſings he proſt 
hath in reſerve for them that love him ſecul 
in the celeſtial kingdom. Theſe exer- ough 


ciſes and contemplations tend to form worſ 

in the mind a veneration for the 
Deity ; a reſemblance of his moral at- A 
tributes ; a delight in his ſervice; and tons 
a ſovereign ambition of his acceptance ity, 
and favour. — But do men, keen in the lig 
chaſe of the world, find time, or i- n 
clination, for ſuch ſublime and ſacred tion 
employments-? do they not endeayour ble 
to baniſh far from them the thoughts | gt 
of God, the Saviour, their ſouls, and rel 
eternity, as foreign to their main bu- err 
ſineſs; or rather, as likely to damp oth 
their ardour, and retard their progrels, | os 
in its proſecution ? and do they not * f 
fic 


neglect even the externals of religion, | 
pro- | 
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proſtituting, to the adjuſtment of their 


ſecular affairs, that holy day, which 


ought to be deyoted to the immediate 


worſhip of their Maker? 
And they are under oreat tempta- 
tions to. tranſgreſs the laws of mora- 


lity, as well as to neglect the duties of 


religion, They that will be rich, ſays 
an inſpired writer, fall into tempta- 


tion and a ſnare, It is next to impoſ- 


ſible for them to hold faſt their inte- 


grity. They feel themſelves almoſt 
irreſiſtibly impelled, when opportunity 


ſerves, to take undue advantage of 


other men's ignorance, inattention, Or 
neceſſities; and to practice, if not 
daring acts of fraud, yet thoſe ſiniſter, 
inſiduous arts, which are abhorrent to 


an 
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an upright mind, and which, though 
too much countenanced by cuſtom, 
will not eſcape the righteous animad- 
verſion of the final Judge.—Not a few - 
of thoſe whoſe riſe in the world hath 
been great, and eſpecially if we add, 
rapid too, have riſen by ſuch means 
that the idea of an after reckoning 
may well make them tremble. 


Beſides, as ſnares await the purſuir 

of wealth, ſo temptations ariſe from 
the poſſeſſion of it. Proſperity hath 
been productive of conſequences the 
moſt pernicious, It hath been inju- 
rious to men's minds and morals ; for 
which no external advantages can poſ- 
ſibly compenſate. That it hath alien- 
ated the heart from God, and from 
| 9 
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his ſervice — leſſened the inclination, 


while it hath enlarged the power of 
doing good— and betrayed into a life 


of diſſipation. and-- guilty pleaſure, no 


one, at all eke with mankind, 
can be gnoran 


And when men are not ſo deeply 
corrupted by their profperity, as to caſt 


off all regard to religion, humanity, 


and ſobriety of living, they are often 
proud and imperious, in their diſpo- 
fition and demeanour. At home— 
moroſe, ſurly, and tyrannical ; abroad 


—politive, rude, and over- bearing. 


Pride is the vice of thoſe who have 
been raiſed, from an ordinary, to an af- 


fluent ſtation, Judging of their me- 


rit by their ſucceſs, and eſtimating 
FOE their 
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theit importance by chein riches, they 
think of themſelves more highly than 


they ought to think. And their pride 


is the bane of their N It ren. 


ders them eafily provoked. It expoſes : 


them to numberleſs mortifications from 


which others are exempt 3 and draws 
upon them the diſregard and contempt 


of all but of che mercenary and de- 


pendent. There is rafely an inſtanoꝰ 


of a man's being made better, on hap- 


pier, by an acceſſion of riches, while 


counter inſtances are inumerable. 0 111ü 


not ; Ieviantty bas Nu olowin 
Iwill nor deny that riches are ca- 
pable of being applied to the nobleſt 
purpoſes: And they are ſo applied, 


when the l rich in: this world; are rich in 
Rod awotks,' ready to diſtribute, Wil- 


HOLD K. i ling 
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ling to eotrünicate; läying up in 
ſtore fbr themiclves a gbod foundation 
againſtoithe time0o:oomet that they 
may lay hol on ettrnal life 3 ithat ig to 
ſay, when. their ric hes art ſubſervient 
to the comfort of their fellom - creatures, 
and inſtrumenial to thtir own iimnortal 


happineſs.— Nor wͤuld Ide under- 


ſtood to mean, by any thing which 
hath been-ſaidz that a fair opportunity 
of acquiring them ought to: be-neg- 
lected! Such an opportunity is a plain 
indication of tlie wilb of Frovidence 
and we are not to decline the poſtiſ of 
danger, when wen are evidentlpdppoint> - 
ed to it. But as riches are uncertaia in 
their acquiſition, and in their emoymentʒ 
as few in compariſon, improve them 
to any worthy) and valuable endistas 
F 2 they 


numerous temptations to which they 


more difficult. and arduous, can there 
be any rational motive for purſuing 


them, like the buſy world, with anxious 
and inceſſant application? 


Be perſuaded, Sirs, to elevate your 
views, from the treaſures of earth, to 


the treaſures of heaven. Amidft the 


cares of this mortal life be not un- 
mindful, that, beyond the limits of 
time, there is an inheritance incorrup- 
tible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away. This claims your ſovereign re- 
gards : and this, above all things, be 


_ ambitious to attain, Compared with 


this, 
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this, riches and honours, crowns and 


kingdoms, are as no 
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\Qnvineed that riches are hot ſo 
conducive to human happineſs as 
they are generally apprehended, I have 
been attempting to diſſuade you from 
axiouſly.labouring to be rich. I would 
wt, however, wiſh to lead you into 
the oppoſite extreme. You | may be 
too inattentive " the world, as well as 
too earneſt in its purſuit . To guard 
Jou nt this error 15 my preſent aint. 1 
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1 own "there are ſome paſſages of 


AY ſcripture, which ſeem to prohibit al 


— P LAG —— — tar. 


— 
— N 
_ — * 2 « - —— 
— — WET end Li dre wat art — 
er" — = 


— — 7-4 
r 


| provident attention to the accommoda- 
tions of life. It is the language of our 

Lord Labour not for the meat that 

periſheth. Take no thought for the 
morrow : for the morrow ſhall take 
thought for the things of itſelf, But 
theſe and ſuch like dehortations cannot 
be underſtood in their literal import; 
that being incompatible with the ,ob- 
vious meaning of many other paſſages 
in the inſpired writings, They only | 
forbid a reſtleſs anxiety,and diftreſling 
ſolicitude, about the things of the 
world, ariſing from a miſtruſt of the 
care and kindneſs of providence, and 
from the power and prevalence of an 
ur. temper. | 


Our 


dusk ob fa, as hege toa 
variety of bodily warts; and that, in 
reſpe&t to moſt, a diligent application to 
ſome ſecular calling i 18 indiſpenſably . 
2 to a comfortable e 


* 
. 
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uſe of any fair and upright: means of 
obtaming ir, that diligence and induf. 
try, in our ſeveral ſtations, are repeated- 


ly enjoined in his holy word. — Though 


it be his grand deſign to raiſe our ſu⸗ 


preme regards to the future ſtare, and 
prepare us for everlaſting bleſſedneſs; 
yet he is not indifferent to our preſent 
welfare. His inſtructions are wilely : and 
kindly adapted to our comfort here, 
as well as happineſs hereafter, The 
duties of private and ſocial worſhip 

98 1 are 


circum . 


- 3 tan 
n— * 
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ative endeavours to provide thing: 


neſs, ſloth, diſſipation, or extravagance? 
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convenient for ourſelves, and thoſe de- 


pendent on us. St: Paul obſerves—If - 


any provide not for his own, and eſpe- 
cially for thoſe of his own houſe, he 


hath denied the faith, and is worſe than 


an infidel. His primary meaning may 
be, that if any withhold, from his kin- 
ared and family, due aſſiſtance and ſup- 


port, which he is capable of affording, he 


is unworthy the chriſtian name; nay, 
counteracts the very principles and in- 
ſtincts of nature. But does it not follow, 
by an eaſy inference, that a man is cul- 


pable, who is not in a capacity of af. 


fording ſuch aſſiſtance and ſupport, if 
his incapacity is the effect of his careleſs- 


In- 


Inſtances are not wanting of remiſſ- 
neſs and neglect in the concerns of 


enervating power of an indolent habit, 
as to be averſe to every degree of acti- 
vity and exertion. They waſte thoſe 


hours in ſleep, and in ſauntering and 


idleneſs, which ought to be induſ- 


triouſly employed in the tranſ actions of 
buſineſs. They permit the faireſt op- 

portunities, of acquiring honeſt gain, to 
paſs unimproved ; and ſuffer, through 
mere ſupineneſs and inattention, their 
affairs to fall into diſorder, decay, and 
ruin. : 


* 


Of all ill- qualities, idleneſs is to be 
ranked among the meaneſt and moſt 
degrading. 'Tis mean and degrading 
2 Ga — 
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life, Some men are ſo much under the 


R 
* 
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affluence of fortune, however it exalts 
men above the neceſſities of l- 


bour, is no exemption from ſome uſe- 


ful employment. Twas neyer intend- 
ed, by him from whoſe bounty it pro- 
ceeds, to render thoſe to whom it falls, 
ciphers in the creation. Every one 
is bound, by the laws of his be- 

ing, be his circumſtances what they 
may, to do ſomething for the benefit 
of himſelf, and for the advantage of 
others. If he does not, his character 
18 contemptible And he is in danger 
too of becoming pernicious to ſociety; 
for the tranſition, from being uſeleſs 
to being hurtful, is neither difficult 


nor uncommon. Idleneſs is big wich 


the moſt deſtructiye evils, and often 


proves 


But id 
is moſt 
ſhadow i 
lt is ſub 
pugnan 
feſſion. 
their de 
uy tc 


pores the baneful pare 
eſt crimes. | 


s moſt inexcuſable. They have no 
ſhadow of a pretence to its indulgence. 
lt is ſubverſive of the deſign, and re- 
pugnant to the very idea of their pro- 
fellon. And its miſchievous effects, in 
their department more eſpecially, are 
daily to be ſeen. Many are reduced 
by it to want and beggary, who, had 
they been induſtrious, might have been, 
at this time, proſperous and happy. 


Induſtry bs a caddingd virtue in a 
trading character. Tis the maſter- 


pring of buſineſs. And if its abſence. 
toes not neceſſarily prove deſtructive 


and 


But idlene& in tradeſanen of all others 


"Bia 
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and fatal; yet without it there can {Ml vho m 
be no rational expectation of ſucceſs, beſt me 
ö Without it the moſt valuable advan- Wl ſome. © 
tages will utterly fail. They will be WW kingdo 

i like a well-conftruted inſtrument,with- 
out a hand to employ it; or like a It i 
well-proportioned body, without a ſoul IE 's not ( 
to give it life and vigour.— And as no battle 
| advantages can compenſate the want of to the 
4 = induſtry, ſo that alone, if 1 may ſo IM underfl 
=o ſpeak, is able to perform wonders. It I of Kill 
it hath been ſurprizingly ſucceſsful. While IF 5 necet 
numbers, who entered on the world with MW Witho 
the moſt promiſing proſpe&s, have Jou to 
ſunk, by their indolence, into mean - beat t 


neſs and obſcurity ; others, by the dint I fore ye 
of induſtry, have ſurmounted the eign P 

greateſt obſtacles, and riſen to wealth tation 
and conſequence. Many ſuch now live, If bet Go 
who. 
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vho may be juſtly deemed ſome of the 
beſt members of the community, and 


ſome of the chief ornaments of the 
kingdom. i A 


It is true we are told, that the race 
is not (not always) to the ſwift, nor the 
battle to the ſtrong, neither yet bread 
to the wiſe, nor yet riches to men of 
underſtanding, nor yet favour to men 
of ſkill. The bleſſing of the Almighty 
is neceſſary to men's temporal ſucceſs. 
Without his concurrence it is vain for 
jou to riſe up early, to fit up late, and 
to eat the bread of ſorrows. And there- 
fore you ſhould always eye the Sove- 
eign Ruler; and your ultimate expec- 
tation ſhould be from him. If you for- 
get God, you are without excuſe; and 

your 


* 1 
* LS pig 
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o 
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ä eee and provoke him 
to frown on your undertakings, and 
blaſt them with a curſe. But then you 
are to diſtinguiſh between truſting to 

the providence of God, and preſuming | 

on it. Tis preſumption and folly to 
expect to proſper, if you take no fit 
meaſures for ſo doing. Shall the huſ- 
bandman neither plow nor ſow, and 
yet eres to reap in harveſt?ꝰ 


In the uſual :Aminiſtration of pro- 
vidence, proſperity is the reward of 
the diligent. Solomon hath faid—He 
becometh poor that dealeth with a ſlack 
hand ; but the hand of the diligent 
maketh rich. Seeſt thou. a man dil: 


gent i in his bulineſs ? he ſhall ſtand be 
fore 
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Lore Kings, he mall not [tand before 1 
n wein then Farne We | | 
1 it tl OY 


0 Ido not — * is in elne 
to power of all men, by theit utmoſt a. 
fit W .fiduity, te acquire great poſſenons? 
of- vor do L imagine this is meatzt by the 
e toyal preacher, in dat 1 Bae zuft re. 
cited: but 1 hold that men, in general, 

by care and induſtry, wich an humble 
dependence bn God's god providerice, 

may acquire a ſulneiency to ſupport 
themſelves, anid their Fattillies, bi . 
fort and in credit. © * 


thing all of fuccefs ck 
fickle and verſatile semper. ny 
= Lan 
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can attend to nothing for any con- 
tinuance. Now they purſue this ob- 
ject, then another; now they are won- 
derfully careful and aſſiduous, then a; 
negligent and ſlothful, poſtponing, for 
the moſt trifling avocations, matters of 
real moment. Being thus inconſtant 
and irregular, they can effect little : 
for the ſucceſsful management of buſi. 
neſs requires an application ny and 


perſevering. 


Others neglect their private con. 


cerns, by entering warmly into what 


they judge the concerns of the pub- 
Bek, that is to ſay, by becoming vio- 
lent partiſans in political conteſts — 


Were thoſe liberties in danger, which 


ere t the birth - right c of Britons, and the 


glory 
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| glory of this favoured country, all, who 


breathe this air of freedom, ſhould ex- 
ert their utmoſt in their defence. E- 


very thing of private ot perſonal conſi- 


deration ſnould give place, when the 
cauſe of LIEERTVY demands our aid. I 
would be far from endeavouring, by 
the moſt diſtant inſinuation, to damp 


the hallowed fire of genuine patriotiſm. 


J wiſh every Britiſh breaſt to feel its 


ardours. I had rather a jealouſy of our 
privileges, which our anceſtors pur- 


chaſed with their blood, ſhould run in- 
to an extreme; than any encroachment 
on them be ſilently permitted and tame- 
ly born, A jealouſy of our privileges 
is their grand ſecurity. When this is 

extinguiſhed, the nation is no longer 


free.— But, my fellow citizens, you 


H 2 ſhould 


Gould b be upon your guard awed abr 


artifices of deſigning ambitious Men, 
who would pervert your honeſt zeal for 
your country's good to their own ſelfiſh: 


ſiniſter ends. And what, is more fre- 


quent, in political diſſentions, than for 
the leaders of either party (whatever 
they profeſs) to have far different ob- 


| jets in view from thoſe. of national ad- 


Vantage ? Generally ſpeaking 1 except 


a. few individuals ſelf· intereſt is their 
ruling principle. Their aim, on the 


one fide, is to preſerve their ipfhuence 
and emoluments; and, on the other, 
| to riſe, by popular favour, into places 
of power and profit. A man, who in- 


terferes in tlie contentions uſually ſub- 
fiſting between thoſe who, are in office 


» 
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; Abend buſinehs, will 6nd. 

it hard to reconcile his Hracti with b; 

. Guy and OI . the eye 


—— er end 
the are empowered to elect re- 
privilege is the moſt direct and effectual 
method to preſerve inviolate, what we 
hold moſt dear as men and as Bri- 
tons. Its ſcandalous abuſe is the chief. 
cauſe of apprehenſion, in thoſe who are 
moſt. ſincerely: attached to the publick 
weal. When the period arrives for the 
excrciſe of this privilege (and it were to 
be wiſhed that this period. was more 
Naur i in its revolution) abhor the 

thought : 
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OY of proftitutin g your IR 


to political adventurers ; however ſtre- 


nuouſly ſupported or powerfully re. 
commended How abſurd and cen- 
ſurable if you commit your moſt valu- 


able intereſts into the hands of thoſe to 


whom you are almoſt, if not altogether 
ſtrangers; or concerning whom you 
have grounds to ſuſpect that they foli- 
cit your confidence from mere motives 
of gain] Let ſuch as ſtand well in your 


eſteem from perſonal knowledge or from 
credible report) for their principles, ca- 


pacity, and character; and whoſe inde- 
pendence places them above the temp- 
tations of corruption ; let ſuch only 
be the men of your choice; for in 


' fuch only you can rationally confide, 


And notwithſtanding the gloomy repre- 
a, _ ſentations 
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of the low ebb of our national virtue, I 
fatter myſelf there are to be found 
among us a ſufficient number of worthy 
perſons, who are thus qualified to take 
the lead in the Britiſh Senate. Without 
neglecting the affairs of private life, 
by fidelity in this inſtance you may 
do eſſential ſervice to the community. 


. By various other means, beſides thoſe 
which have been hinted, men's. atten- 


tion is drawn aſide from the duties of 


their calling. The love of pleaſure 
hath, in this reſpe&, no ſmall influence. 
— Diſſipation is a prevailing ingredient 
in the character of the age. Id was 
wont to be more confined to thoſe off 
lcifure and independence, who, having 

e naching 


m by 8 
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| | | — ther were deeh 
4a prey of vanity and folly.” Now all 
i i ranks and orders, from the couttier to 
doe echanickk, are infected with it. And 
the rage of amuſement is particularly 
injurious to a trading people. — The 
J0ſs of time it occaſions is conſiderable: 
and time is too precious to be ſpent pro. 
fuſely.— And as much time is waſted, 
ſo great expence is incurred, by fre- 
quenting places ef pleaſurable reſott; 
much greater than the profits of trade 
can - ordinarily afford. A tradeſman 
bent on his pleaſures is in the direct 
road to ruin. 


The many places of diverſion which 
infeſt this city (the vile receptacles of 
a che idle and diffolute) are a dilghc! 
Tl SOR | an 
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and reproach to our police. They are 
the ſources of innumerable evils, which 


viſe, virtuous, and vigilant magiſtrates 
would labour to prevent. Their im- 


mediate tendency is to inſnare and to 


deſtroy; and by their fatal influence 
multitudes have been undone. From 
theſe you will fly, as a man anxious for 
life from a peſtilent diſeaſe, if you-have 
any regard to your preſent or to ** 
Fature enen 


Far be it from me to diſcountenance 
all Kinds of recreation. The head is 
not always to be contriving, nor the 
hands to be executing ſchemes of bu- 
ſineſs. Recreations are of uſe to di- 
verſify the ſcene, to unbend the mind, 
and give nature an opportunity of re- 

1 cruiting 


A paſſion for dreſs is not a little pre. 


and finery may be ſeen in the counting- 
houſe, and behind the counter : and | 


to the embelbſhment of their perſons 
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cruiting ſiremgth, - Pumper intervals of 
relaxation enable men toeffect more cha 
they could effect by conſtant drudger 
and add much to their comfort and 
enjoyment. But you muſt take care 
that your ſeaſons of relaxation be nei 
ther too frequent in their return, nd 
too long in their continuance; and that 
your amuſements, in thoſe ſeaſons, be 
innocent, rational, and manly, adapted 


to the ſalutary purpoſes for which they 
were intended. 


valent in the breaſts of citizens. Show 


there are thoſe, who are more attentive 


than 


1 


than t 


On th 
a fon 
trays: 
incur: 
the v 
an in 


pated 
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then to the diſpatch of their bulineſz | 
on this article l ſhall only ſay.— That 
fondneſs for exterior ornament be- 
trays a womaniſh weakneſs and levity; ; 
incurs the cenſure and contempt of 
the wiſe and diſcerning ; and is often 


an inlet to an idle, expenſive, diſfi- 
_ a | 


A modern tradeſman muſt. hos 
his country as well as his town reſi- 


dence: a cuſtom, which, in my ap- 


prehenſion, produces exceeding ill 


elfects. By i its means buſineſs 1s per- 
ſonally neglected, and intruſted to the 
management of ſervants; with whom 
fidelity is ſo ſeldom to be found, that 
he hazards much, who places i in them 
that entire confidence, which pre- 


2” 5 cludes 
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_ cludes his own preſence: atid iniſpedtion, 
2 How few of them feel the power of 
: principle! ? How few of them act, not 


m ſingleneſs of heart, fearing God ?=- 
That there may be ſome who poſſeſs 
undiſſembled integrity, and regard 
and purſue their maſters intereſt as 
their own, I am not at all diſpoſed to 

queſtion. I would hope, bad 28 

the world is, there are ſome of this 

character; and they ought to be 
eſteemed highly for their works ſake; 
but their number is comparatively ſo 
ſmall, that perſons in trade, who 
leave their affairs to the conduct of 
theit ſervants, are extremely repre- 
bl | henfible, and in imminent danger a 


i ſuffering eſſentially. 1 


with eye ſervice as men-pleaſers; but 
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The euſtom 1 have mentioned itfelf 
contributes to that deptavity of ſer⸗ 
vants of which we hear fo loud and fo 
frequent complaint. It lays in their 


way many powerful | temptations. — 95 
To apprentices, eſpecially, tis of infi- 


nite hurt. Nothing can more fatally 
conduce to the corruption of their mo- 


rals. When under a maſter's watchful 
eye how hard to curb the fallies of 
youthful paſſions, and to keep them 


| within the bounds of ſobriety and vir- 


tue! What then is to be expected when 
the young are left to their own con- 
troul, and have continual opportuni- 


ties for criminal indulgence ? Their 


ruin, in a manner, is inevitable, If 
they are pteſerved from the ſnares of 
vice it muſt be almoſt by miraculous 

Inter- 
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interpoſition, — Tis unjuſt, tis cruel | 
for men, upon any.pretence whatever, 
to leave expoſed, in ſo dangerous a ſea- 
ſon, thoſe who are committed to their 
care. So culpable a neglect (in conſe- 
quence of which many a promiling 
. youth hath been unhappy 1 in himſelf, 
a diſgrace to his friends,and a nuiſance 

to the world) muſt create very painful 


reflections in a thoughtful hour,—Bur 
to 3 


It i not uncommon for thoſe, who 
follow bufineſs with ſome degree of 
ſpirit, and with ſome degree of ſucceſs 
to conſume the fruit of their labour by 
their expenſive living, This, in a great 
_ meaſure, defeats the end of induſtry ; 
which, when wiſely directed, aims at 
more than an immediate ſupply. A re- 
gard to their families, and, if they have 

no 
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no families, a regard to themſelves, re- 


quires men to be provident for futu- 
rity; as the moſt flouriſhing trade is 
ſubject to decays, and as age and in- 
firmities may incapacitate for pur- 
ſung it. : | | | | 


Ido not mean to countenance a nig- 


gardly avaricious temper. All fhould 


live ſuitable to their circumſtances. He 
who hath no heart to enjoy a due por- 
tion of what he acquires, and whoſe 
ſordid ſoul feels no other pleaſure, than 
what ariſes from ncreaſing his ruſty 
heap, is truly deſpicable. But a ſor- 
did parſimony is not the vice of the 
times. The taſte of the times leads to 


extravagance and profuſion. Theſe 


are now riſen to an enormous height; 


o 
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8 SERMONS: - 
to an height unknown, in this country, 


in former ages: a ſymptom, in a na- 


tional view, dangerous and alarming : 
for great and extenſive empires, which 
long triumpaed over the vigorous 


efforts of every foreign foe, have 


been at laſt ſubdued, by the deſtructive, 
tho leſs ſuſpected, power of abound- 
ing luxury. JO 


Luxury, inevery form, is found among 
tradeſmen, as well as among thoſe of 
ſ uperiour ſtations. Their ſpacious dwel- 
lings, their coſtly furniture, their ſplend- 
did dreſs, their. numerous domeſticks, 
their gay equipages, their elegant villas, 
and their ſumptuous entertainments; 
nay, the ordinary variety of their tables, 


and their general mode of living, are 


more 
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unqueſtionable proafs of this aſſertion. 


| What is leſs thought of, by numbers 
by of them, than whether their 1 1ncomes be 
ch adequate to their expences; and whe- 
Us ther they have a reaſonable proſpect aſpedt of 
ve ſupporting their exp Nes for any conſi- 


ie, derable continuance ? Let us cat and 
d- drink for to-morrow we die, i is, in ſome 
ſenſe, their favourite maxim: let us en - 
joy the preſent moment, regardleſs ad | 
conſequences. Even when but juſt en- 

tered into buſineſs, and with but a flen- 
der capital, many ſet out in high 
vogue, as if they apprehended their 
profits would anfwer the moſt unboun- 
ded demands. They make a ſudden 
blaze, and then vaniſh into obſcurity; 


And luxury of living is now the 
more inexcuſable, as there never was 


K greater 
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36 


greater occaſion chan at preſent for ſtriqt 


- economy. The prodigious advance 
of rents, and the exceſſive dearneſs of 


the moſt neceſſary articles of life, ſtrong. 


ly plead, with the majority at leaſt, for 


laying aſide ſuperfluous expence, and 


for being thrifty and frugal. The exor- 
bitant price of the very means of ſub- 
fiſtence, not merely in the metropolis, 


but likewiſe throughout the kingdom, 


(though other cauſes may indeed contri- 


bute to it) is in a great meaſure owing 


to the reigning extravagance. 175 


It is hard to conceive what pleaſure 
men can feel, in faring ſumptuouſly 
every day, when they cannot but know 
that it muſt ſpeedily terminate in diffi 


culties inſurmountable. One would 


think 
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think | the idea of approaching poverty 


ſhould continually obtrude itſelf upon 
their minds, and deſtroy the reliſh of 


3 every en oyment. But, be this as it may, 


*tis certain that their preſent profuſion 
will aggravate their future diſtreſs. 


The infelicity, ariſing from depreſſed 


circumſtances, is always heightened by 
former indulgence.— And then the bur- 

den of their misfortunes will be exceed- 
ingly increaſed, by a conſciouſneſs of 
being themſelves their guilty cauſe, 
Many have found their ſelf-reproaches 
tor their paſt folly and extravagance, by 


which they were reduced to indigence 


and beggary, greater than they were 
able to bear ; and have had, for relief, 
deſperate recourſe to an untimely and 
a violent death. 3 

When 


72 SERMONS 
When a man's misfortunes are oc 
_ events, and not by his want of pru- 
dence, care and application, he hath 
- ſeveral ſources of ſupport. The teſti 
mony of his own mind, that he hath 
done his duty in the ſphere allotted 
bim 3—a conſideration that his diſap- 
pointments were directed by that wil. 
dom which cannot err z which, in the 
_ courſe of its various providence, mak- 
eth poor and maketh rich : and putteth 
down one, and ſetteth up another; 
and, above all, the aſſurances of infal- 
lible truth, that, if he is ſincere in the 
ſervice. of his God, apparently adverſe 
diſpenſations are kindly intended to ſub- 
ſerve his better and nobler intereſts; 
and will, if _ improved, be pro- 

ductive 


T AA A rr 
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ductive of the moſt fubſtantial and aft 


oc⸗ 

r- ſupport in the day of trouble. The 
hath Wl eight of ſimilar ſorrows is vaſtly dif- 
eſti. Wl ferent, when they are, and when they 
nach are not the ine of our own criminal 
Itted conduct. 
* But ſuppoſing that a JE Oe by 
wk the gains of an extenſive and profitable 
92 buſineſs, is capable, if he goes to the | 
"WB utmoſt line of his ability, to ſupport 
tet the expence of modern living ; yet, if 
** his acquiſitions are ſo applied, while he 
* hath a numerous and dependent far 
in the 


mily (an application in theſe circum- 
dverſe 85 


i ſtances not at all uncommon) does he 
o fu not merit the ſevereſt cenſure ? Is he 
reſts; not unjuſt and inhuman? For to 


* Pre, what hardſhips will thoſe, probably, 
Juctve be 
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be expoſed, with whom he is connected 
by the tendereſt tyes, and whoſe future 
comfort ought to engage not the leaſt 
ſhare of his concern, when death hath 
removed him hence? Many a fa 
mily, bred in elegance and ſplendour, 
hath been ſtrip'd even of a. ſubfil- 
tence, by the death of a father, and 
ſubj ected to all the wretchedneſs of 
want. And ſuch inſtances, one would 
imagine, ſhould have ſome influence 
upon thoſe, who feel the parental af- 
tection, as well as bear the parental 
name, and be the means of reſtraining 


them within the bounds of prudence 
and diſcretion. 


That you ought (guarding againſt 
an immoderate attachment to the world) 
| to 
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to. be induſtrious. and careful, to ac- 
quire and preſerve a competent mea - 
ſure of temporal accommodations, 
enough, I truſt, hath” been ſaid . 
But 1 cannot diſmiſs this diſ- 
courle, without reminding you, that you 


evince. 


have concerns infinitely more momen- 
tous than any which belong to the pre- 
fnt ſtate. As I wiſh your happineſs 
here, ſo I am anxious for your happi- 
cs hereafter. —The faſhion of this 
world paſſeth away. All that relates 
v it is tranſient and periſhing. You 
xc haſtening into an eternal exiſtence ; 
and to prepare for that exiſtence is the 
grand buſineſs of human life. This is 
the one thing needful: which therefore 
ou ſhould keep conſtantly in your eye; 
and, 3 to the directions of the 
goſpel 
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